[Expression of MMTV proviruses in lymphopoietic organs of C3H Bi mice].
We show that transcription of MMTV proviruses takes place in lymphopoietic tissues (spleen, thymus) of C3H Bi mice, a strain with high incidence of tumors. This transcription is found in the spleen of 21 day old mice but is no longer detectable in the spleen of 4 month old mice. In the mammary tumor, the 3.8 kb RNA (24S) which encodes the viral envelope proteins is well transcribed whereas the 1.7 kb RNA (13 S) is barely detectable. In contrast, the 1.7 kb (13 S) is the major species present in the spleen of 21 day old mice. It appears that the 7.8 kb genomic RNA (35 S) is differentially spliced into a mature RNA of either 3.8 kb (24 S) or 1.7 kb (13 S). The function of the latter is still unknown, though it could encode a protein involved in the induction of carcinogenesis.